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Project Name/Activity: 2025 fieldwork season of “The Research 
and Conservation Project of the Tomb of 
Neferhotep (TT49)”

The  Research  and  Conservation  Project  of  the  Tomb  of  Neferhotep  (TT49) is  a  long  standing 
international collaboration of researchers and conservators from Argentina, Brazil, Italy, Germany and 
Uruguay. Centred around the study of Theban Tomb 49 in el-Khokha (Luxor) and since 2025 directed  
by Dr. Pedro von Seehausen (Museu Nacional/UFRJ, Brazil), is one of the few South American missions 
working in Egypt. Meanwhile pursuing a 4-years BA in Archaeology at Granada University (Spain),  
thanks to the support of Kemet Klub I was able to travel to Egypt to partake in TT49’s 2025 Fieldwork  
Season,  where  my  activities  have  been  focused  on  the  epigraphic  study  of  TT49  and  the 
documentation of archaeological materials excavated in previous seasons.

Born in Uruguay, a country with no formal academic Egyptology, I was forced to undertake other  
professional paths until I decided to pursue my childhood dream and moved to Egypt. There I lived for 
nearly 14 years until in 2024 I decided to formally pursue a 4-years BA in Archaeology at Granada 
University (Spain), the first step of what I hope will lead to a PhD in Egyptology, a first of a kind for a  
Uruguayan. As part of this plan in March of 2025, thanks to the Kemet Klub Grant, I was able to travel 
from Granada to Luxor to participate in the 2025 Fieldwork Season at TT49 as part of the The Research 
and Conservation Project of the Tomb of Neferhotep (TT49), an ongoing project I have been associated, 
in different capacities, since 2018.

Although TT49 was originally published in 1933 by the Metropolitan Mission led by Norman de Garis  
Davies, our project has brought new and fresh perspectives that have enhanced not only Davies’ work, 
but improved our general understanding of the very obscure post-Amarna period. Dated to the reign 
of Ay (c. 1325 BCE), TT49 shows many unique features not recorded in other Theban tombs, and  
thanks to the conservation work done in the last 24 years, new inscriptions, unseen by Davies, have 
come to light. In that regard, the epigraphic work we are carrying out is going to be fundamental to  
help us expand our understanding of the language and funerary beliefs of this time.

My participation during the 2025 Fieldwork season took part from 15 to 27 March 2025 and effectively 
covered two main purposes. The first one was the in-situ continuation of the ongoing work on the 
epigraphy of TT49, with a special focus on the collation and study of some of the most difficult texts 
of the tomb, namely the ones from the funerary procession, the ones from the niche of the statues  
and the ones related to a later Ramesside reuse of TT49. The study of these inscriptions is an ongoing 
team effort that is not only done during fieldwork seasons but continues off season with periodical  
online meetings. A comprehensive publication of our findings is currently on the works, with its first 
volume by M. Violeta Pereyra et alii, The Tomb of Neferhotep at Thebas Once Again, expected by 2027. 
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The second objective covered by my participation was my first approach as an archaeology student to 
the  archaeological  materials  of  TT49.  In  this  capacity  I  aided  senior  archaeologists  with  the 
documentation process of the small finds excavated in previous seasons, including describing and 
measuring the materials and updating and unifying our database.

In conclusion, the grant by Kemet Klub was fundamental to cover my travel expenses and ensue my  
participation in TT49’s 2025 campaign. As an early career Egyptologist, I consider the opportunity to  
directly  engage  with  the  archaeological  material  as  an  essential  element  for  my  professional 
development path. At the same time, personal face-to-face interaction with colleagues and senior 
researchers offered a valuable experience not easily replicated online.


