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I am currently pursuing an MA in Environmental Archaeology through a joint program between
Cairo University and the University of Cologne. My research focuses on shell remains in
Prehistoric Egypt, an understudied field within archaeology and archaeomalacology. By
analyzing these remains, | aim to explore environmental conditions, resource exploitation,
cultural practices, early trade networks and aspects of ancient human behavior during Egypt’s
Prehistoric and Predynastic periods. Due to the limited number of detailed studies in this area,
my project seeks to provide new scientific insights and contribute valuable data to the broader
archaeological community, while supporting future research on Egypt's early history and
environmental interactions.

For any inquiries, please contact me at these emails:

wafaahamza@aucegypt.edu / wafaahamza15@gmail.com

To achieve the research goals, it was essential to travel and study relevant archaeological
shell collections and comparative materials housed in museums across Europe, particularly
in the United Kingdom and Germany. The direct examination of shell finds was necessary for
identifying species, documenting manufacturing traces and modifications, and conducting
detailed typological and comparative analyses. Access to these collections allowed me to
gather information that could not have been obtained solely through published material. The
study of the finds has significantly improved the scientific interpretation of the archaeological
material and contributed to a deeper understanding of the cultural and environmental
significance of shells in Prehistoric and Predynastic Egypt.

During my research visit, | also consulted several libraries, archives, and research institutions,
where | gathered important publications, excavation reports, archival records, and
comparative documentation relevant to my thesis. These resources greatly enriched the
quality of the research and strengthened the methodological framework of my thesis.

The support of the Kemet Klub Grant played a fundamental role in making this research
possible. The grant enabled me to travel, access museum collections, and consult essential
archival and library resources necessary for the completion of the project. Through this
support, | was able to accomplish the major objectives of my research and advance
significantly in the completion of my MA thesis. | am currently in the final stages of writing and
refining the thesis for submission.

The project has also resulted in several academic outputs. | contributed to a co-authored paper
published in BIFAO by the Institut Frangais d'Archéologie Orientale (IFAO) as part of the
NUBTI research project on the Nagada cemeteries archive. In addition, another co-authored
paper based on research presented at the Origins 8 Conference is forthcoming in the The
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology (JEA). | also presented a poster on shell remains at the same
conference, which provided an important opportunity to share my research with international
scholars and engage in academic discussions within the field.
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As feedback of my research from colleagues and scholars in the field has been largely
positive, particularly regarding the scope and relevance of the research. It has been noted that
studies on shell remains in Prehistoric Egypt remain limited and, in many cases, lack detailed
or comprehensive analysis. As a result, the focus of my research has been described as both
timely and important for advancing knowledge within Egyptian archaeology and the emerging
field of archaeomalacology.

At the same time, discussions with specialists have pointed to broader challenges in the field,
especially regarding the accessibility and organization of archaeological shell material and
associated datasets. This has reinforced the importance of improving documentation
standards and making research materials more systematically available to the academic
community.

In response to these observations, one of my main objectives is to develop a comprehensive
catalogue of the shell samples studied during this research. This catalogue will aim to
systematically document and classify the material, providing a structured reference for future
research.




