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Project Name/Activity: Re-assessing the evidence for 
the erasure of Hatshepsut’s 
names and images 

 
This project treats the erasures of Hatshepsut on her monuments across Egypt, which are 
abundant and dispersed geographically as Hatshepsut was erased essentially everywhere 
monuments were built in her name. The approach adopted is ‘historical epigraphy’, 
examining scenes in microscopic detail and mapping epigraphic interventions over time, 
whilst integrating art historical and architectural considerations, reuse studies, and historical 
and historiographic issues reassessing the Hatshepsut/Thutmose III era. Primarily part of my 
ongoing doctoral research at the University of Oxford, it aims to be the first individual work to 
address this phenomenon, often designated ‘damnatio memoriae’, in isolation.  
 
 

 
 
In April 2026, I completed an epigraphic survey of erasures on Hatshepsut’s monuments at 
Karnak Temple through the MoTA/SCA permission/security clearance of the Centre Franco-
Égyptien d'Étude des Temples de Karnak (CFEETK). The main areas examined included 
the Palace of Ma‘at in central Karnak, Hatshepsut’s obelisks – the so-called wadyt-obelisks 
originally in the court between the fourth and fifth pylons, the northern in situ and the upper 
part of the southern reconstructed on the east side of the seventh pylon court, as well as 
fragments from Hatshepsut’s eastern obelisks – the eighth pylon, and the ‘donation stela’ of 
Senenmut near the Sheikh Labib magazine. During this time, I was also able to visit Theban 
Tombs 11 and 110, both bearing Hatshepsut erasures and dated in the original course of 
decoration to the Hatshepsut/Thutmose III co-rule.  
 
On site, my workflow involved photographing relevant surfaces, examining the surface in 
different light and observing the quality of the stone and its impact on the epigraphy, 
establishing a “stratigraphy” of epigraphic interventions over time, and placing the erasure 
events into a broad diachronic framework. One important finding is that many erased scenes 
were significantly smoothed down, received a new layer of plaster, and recut images, before 
being painted over, which would have given the appearance of originality at first glance. In 
many cases, the plaster and paint had fallen away, revealing the traces of both the original 
erasures and the recut images, the latter of which were carved at a level deeper than the 
plaster layer, leaving an ‘impression’ of the new recut elements on the wall surface. 
Counterintuitively, this state of decoration aids in reconstructing the precise changes made 
over time. Additionally, I was able to gain considerable on-site epigraphic training to notice 
particular details from Professor Peter Brand, University of Memphis, who directs the 
Hypostyle Hall Project at Karnak and one of the best Egyptological epigraphers in the field.  
 
This careful documentation and training in epigraphic methodology proves to be 
indispensable to my training as an early career Egyptological epigrapher and completion of 
my doctoral thesis by the final deadline in October 2025. The Kemet Klub grant provided the 
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necessary funds to be on site and ensure the work could be completed in the allotted 
timeframe. 
 
I have completed analyses of the core material from this fieldwork, which underpins several 
chapters of my thesis. My preliminary observations on room HN.7 of the northern suite of the 
Palace of Ma‘at was published recently in an article for Egyptian Archaeology 67 (Autumn 
2025), in which the support of the Kemet Klub was acknowledged as a contributing factor to 
the work being undertaken. I also presented my findings from the visits to the Theban Tombs 
(TT11 and TT110) in the context of a presentation on the erasures of Hatshepsut on non-
royal monuments at the XIth European Conference of Egyptologists (ECE) in Bucharest, 
Romania, in September 2025, which was warmly received. I have also been invited to give a 
series of lectures for the Chesterfield Egyptology Society in July 2026.  
 

 
 

https://www.ees.ac.uk/resource/egyptian-archaeology-67.html
https://www.ees.ac.uk/resource/egyptian-archaeology-67.html
https://chesterfieldegyptology.co.uk/coming-next-2/

